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ABSTRACT : PROBL L M TO BE SOLVED: To certainiy perform the start after the operation is stopped . 
in a low -temp, environment. 

SOLUTION: In a fuel cell system thawing device, the passage is change over by an air 
passage changeover means 52 so that air heated through passing in an air heater 26 
flows to a battery heating flow passage 100 when the temp, sensed by a temp, sensing 
means 51 is lower than the predetermined reference temp, at the time of starting fuel cell 
system 2, and if the temp, sensed by the sensing means 51 is over the reference level, or 
Is going to exceed, the passage is changed over by the means 52 so that heated air flows 
to a piping heating passage 200. In case the fuel cell system 2 is to be started in such a 
low-temp, environment wherein freezing of the water in a water piping system 300 is 
predictable, the batter itself is first heated with less power consumption, and when the 
temp, exceeds the reference level, heated air is fed to the piping heating passages to 
thereby thaw frozen apparatuses and pipings other than battery. 
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